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Contact:  Gino DiCaro



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

  
     916-730-3443



                        May 12, 2009
GetREAL response to today’s report that 32% of California 
students failed to complete high school

SACRAMENTO — Jack Stewart, president of the California Manufacturers and Technology Association, and Bob Balganorth, president of the State Building & Construction Trades Council — co-chairs of the GetREAL coalition, which is working to expand career technical education in California schools — released the following statement in response to Superintendent of Public Instruction Jack O’Connell’s announcement this morning that more than 32 percent of California students didn’t complete high school in 2007-08:

“These latest dropout figures are further proof that California’s current educational system is failing our students and our economy.


“Studies show that nearly half of these students are dropping out because school isn’t relevant for them. 

“This ‘relevance gap’ could be closed by expanding the real-world learning offered by career technical education (CTE).  Instead, many of today’s education policies are forcing these applied learning courses out of existence.

“That’s why we’re supporting SB 147, SB 381 and AB 554 to restore and expand CTE in California schools.

“We applaud Superintendent O’Connell for acknowledging the importance of CTE, and urge him to join us in this effort.”


More information about GetREAL at getreal.com
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