Categorical Talking Points

California Education Statistics
· More than 30 percent of California students drop out before completing high school.
· Only 37 percent of California high schools met all their Academic Performance Index (API) growth targets in the past year. 
· 50 percent of students report they dropped out of school because their classes were not relevant to their career aspirations. (Source: Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation)
· California is spending $65 billion a year on a public school system that is failing our students and threatening our current and future economic growth.
· California’s “one-size-fits-all” approach to education is not working and too many students are leaving school with their high school diplomas. 
· Vocational education is in rapid decline — career technical education courses are being pushed out by an increasing number of district-mandated college prep courses that don’t serve the needs of all students. 

California’s Workforce
· Our schools are not preparing today’s students, our future workforce, for good-paying jobs — and too many students are leaving school with few, if any, workforce skills. 
· California needs skilled workers —without them we will surrender our leadership in green energy, aerospace, biotech, computer engineering and other innovative technologies. We also will lose our competitive edge in construction, agriculture, healthcare, transportation, hospitality, tourism, fashion and interior design, and other vital fields. 
· Career technical education plays a critical role in California’s economic future.  
Categorical Flexibility 
· “Categorical flexibility” allows local school districts to shift funding earmarked for career technical courses to other programs — dramatically reducing the availability of vocational training classes for students.  As such, it can severely limit vocational training and hands-on learning opportunities for students whose career choices do not include four-year college degrees.
· School districts must recognize that denying students access to career technical education disenfranchises students whose talents and aspirations do not include a four-year college degree.   Our schools have an obligation to provide a balanced education for all students — not just those who are college bound.  For this reason categorical funding for career technical education must be protected.
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